Conjunctions and Coordination
Combining Sentences

Writing shorter sentences is an easy strategy for getting your thoughts down fast when
you’re writing first drafts, and for avoiding grammar mistakes, but in the end it weakens
the effectiveness of your writing. If you can combine simpler sentences into longer and
more complex ones, your writing will have a lot more variety. It will also help you to
communicate more content to your audiences—when you combine sentences, you can
efficiently tell your readers about the relationships between different things.

The following will give you some basic information on how to combine sentences, and
then you will have the chance to practice sentence combining yourself.

Conjunctions

Conjunctions are simple words that allow you to connect two sentences without having
to change any of the words in the original sentences:

and, but, nor, or, so, yet, for

Example: Maria created a résumé. She copied it on expensive, high-quality paper. Her
prospective employer was not accepting resumes.

Revision: Maria created a résumé, and she copied it on expensive, high-quality

paper, but her prospective employer was not accepting résumés.

Coordination

These words work in ways that parallel the simple conjunctions listed above, but they
are more complex. The definitions of these words can overlap, so you want to be careful
about how and when you use them.

consequently, therefore: Something happened or something is true because of
something preceding it.

Example: Jonathan read the company website and articles about the company before
his interview. He was able to ask very good questions during his interview.

Revision: Jonathan read the company website and articles about the company before
his interview; therefore, he was able to ask very good questions during his interview.
furthermore, in addition, moreover: Similar to the word “and,” but with more of a
relationship to the first part of the sentence.



Example: Soo-yeon checked the grammar in her college application essay twice. She
asked her neighbor to check the grammar one more time.

Revision: Soo-yeon checked the grammar in her college application essay twice; in
addition, she asked her neighbor to check the grammar one more time.

however: Just like the word “but,” only for longer sentences.

Example: Miguel’'s car didn’t start this morning. He got a jump start from his neighbor
and was able to make it to his appointment on time.

Revision: Miguel’s car didn’t start this morning; however, he got a jump start from his
neighbor and was able to make it to his appointment on time.

indeed, in fact: Similar to the word “and,” but there is a closer relationship to the first
part of the sentence, and it extends the information in the first part of the sentence.

Example: Priya seems to be a workaholic. She spent the holiday in her office finishing
the report.

Revision: Priya seems to be a workaholic; in fact, she spent the holiday in her office
finishing the report.

nevertheless: Very similar to the word “but,” but the truth of what comes before
“nevertheless” is emphasized.

Example: All his friends have been praising the high quality of service in the new coffee
shop for months. When he went there, the server was quite rude.

Revision: All his friends have been praising the high quality of service in the new coffee
shop for months; nevertheless, when he went there, the server was quite rude.

then: Something happening in sequence, after a previous event.

Example: Wenyu carefully reviewed the credit cards offers she had received this
month. She chose the one with the best terms and completed the application.
Revision: Wenyu carefully reviewed the credit cards offers she had received this
month; then, she chose the one with the best terms and completed the application.



