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from A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act I, Scenes 2 & 5 by Israel Horovitz

Literary Analysis: Comparing Characters

A character is a person who takes part in a literary work. Like main characters in 
stories and novels, main characters in dramas have traits that make them unique. These 
may include qualities such as dependability, intelligence, selfishness, and stubbornness. 
The characters in dramas have motives, or reasons, for behaving the way they do. For 
example, one character may be motivated by compassion, while another may be 
motivated by guilt.

When you read a drama, pay attention to what each character says and does, and 
note the reactions those words and actions spark in others. Notice what those words 
and actions reveal about the character’s traits and motives.

In drama, one way to develop a character is through a foil, a character whose 
behavior and attitude contrast with those of the main character. With a foil, audiences 
can see good in contrast with bad or generousness in contrast with selfishness.

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions to compare the older Scrooge with Fezziwig.

Question Scrooge Fezziwig

1. What does the 
character say?

2. What does the 
character do?

3. How does the 
character react to 
Christmas?

4. What do other 
characters say to or 
about him?

5. What adjectives 
describe the 
character?
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