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Observations

Qualitative: descriptive, not measurable, 
subjective, usually has to do with the senses
(Quality = Qualitative)

Quantitative: measurable numerical data 
(Quantity = Quantitative)

Sep 510:16 AM

Inference

Inference: a logical explanation of an 
observation

EXAMPLE
Observation: The trees are moving.

Inference: The wind is blowing. 

• It's based on prior knowledge and experiences
• Changes as more information is acquired or 
observations are made. 

Example: Write an inference for this observation 
and raise your hand when you're done. 

Observation ‐ A student is sitting in the 
office.

Inferences ‐ 
they are sick

waiting for someone

in trouble
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Create the following in your journal

Station #
Qualitative 
Observation

(QL)

Quantitative 
Observation

(QT)
Inference

Complete this table for each station, individually 
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